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WAGE STRUCTURE AND OCCUPATIONAL WAGE
RATES IN CONSTRUCTION

(Fourth of a series)

In October 1997, there was an
estimated 96,000 time-rate workers on
full-time basis in construction
establishments employing at least 50
persons.

The bulk or 64.5 percent of
these workers received basic pay
between P 4,000 – P5,999.  (Chart 1)

Notably, 6.9 percent of  them
received basic pay below P4,000 while
28.5 percent received at least P 6,000.

Source of data: Bureau of Lab
                   1997 Occupat

The LABSTAT Digest features summary statistics from establishment surveys of the BLES.  It
resents data on employment, hours of work, wages and labor relations for purposes of monitoring the
ynamics of the labor market.

The October 1997 Occupational Wages Survey (OWS) covered non-agricultural
stablishments employing at least 50 workers.  Aside from the average (mean) wage rates of time-
ate workers on full time basis in 159 occupations, the survey also inquired into the distribution of
hese workers across industries and regions.  From these distributions, the average (median) basic
ay and allowance (guaranteed and regularly paid cash payments) were derived.

The field operations for the 1997 OWS was conducted by the National Statistics Office.

Almost two-thirds of time rate construction workers
received basic pay between P4,000 – P5,999

Chart 1. - Distribution of Time-Rate
Workers on Full Time Basis by

Monthly Basic Pay in Construction:
October 1997
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About 84 percent of the workers
covered were not paid cash allowance.
On the other hand, only 9.8 percent
were given monthly allowance less
than P1,000 while only 6.1% received
more. (Chart 2)

Based on the wage structure,
the median basic pay of the workers
was P5,304 while the median monthly
allowance was P665 for those granted
allowance numbering about 15,000.

Only 16 percent were given monthly allowance

Chart 2. - Distribution of Time-Rate
Workers on Full Time Basis by

Monthly Allowance in Construction:
October 1997
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urce of data: Bureau of Labor and Employment Statistics,
       1997 Occupational Wages Survey.

Civil engineers highest paid
among selected occupations

Relative to the selected
ccupations in construction, civil
ngineers had the highest average
onthly wage rate at P9,838 followed

y production supervisors and general
remen at P8,893.  The average
onthly wage rate for the rest of the

elected occupations ranged from
5,000 (carpenters and joiners) to
5,561 structural metal preparers,
rectors and related workers (Chart 3).

Source of data: Bureau of Labor and Employment Statistics,
                        1997 Occupational Wages Survey.
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Legend:
      A - Production Supervisors and General  Foremen
      B - Civil Engineers
      C - Masons and Related Concrete Finishers
      D - Carpenters and Joiners
      E - Plumbers, Pifefitters and Other Related
                 Workers
      F – Structural-Metal Preparers, Erectors
                 And Related Workers
      G – Building and Related Electricians                

Chart 3. – Average Monthly Wage
Rates of Time-Rate Workers on

Full-Time Basis in Selected
Occupations in Construction:

October 1997
For Inquiries:
     Regarding this report contact Labor Standards Statistics Division at 527-3489 / 527-9325 / 527-9331
     Regarding other statistics and technical services contact BLES Databank at 527-3577
     Or write to BLES c/o Databank, 3/F DOLE Bldg., Gen. Luna St., Intramuros, 1002 Manila
     FAX 527-3579 / 527-5506        E-mail: lssd@manila-online.net
     Or visit our website at http://www.manila-online.net/bles
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Table 1. - Percent Distribution of Time-Rate Workers
in Construction by Monthly Basic Pay, October 1997

Number (000) 96
Percent 100.0

Below    2,000 0.1
2,000 - 2,999 0.8
3,000 - 3,999 6.0
4,000 - 4,999 33.6
5,000 - 5,999 30.9
6,000 - 6,999 9.0
7,000 - 7,999 5.7
8,000 - 8,999 3.3
9,000 - 9,999 2.0

10,000 - 10,999 1.7
11,000 - 11,999 1.1

                12,000   and   over 5.7

Source of data: Bureau of Labor and Employment  Statistics, 1997 Occupational Wages Survey.

Table 2. - Percent Distribution of Time-Rate Workers
in Construction by Monthly Allowance, October 1997

Number (000) 96
Percent 100.0

No Allowance 84.0
Below   250 1.7

250 - 499 4.6
500 - 749 2.6
750 - 999 0.9

1,000 - 1,249 1.8
1,250 - 1,499 0.6
1,500 - 1,749 0.7
1,750 - 1,999 0.3

                2,000   and   over 2.7

Source of data: Bureau of Labor and Employment  Statistics, 1997 Occupational Wages Survey.
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